
 
SESSION 8 - PROGRAMME NOTES – Information reports 
Thursday 26th November 2020 9.30 – 10.30 am 

 
Anything in red/ blue, you might find useful to think about 
before the session. Today is about suspense writing. 
 
Today’s Game – Inventing a type of dragon 
Warm up the imagination and get ideas buzzing with this 
creative starter that prepares for the rest of the session. The 
challenge is to create a ‘type’ of dragon, e.g. ‘a storm dragon’ 
or a ‘sea dragon’. Then use this sentence pattern to explain: 
 
The storm dragon lives in storm clouds and mountainous 
regions. It has dark scales and breathes lightning when angry. 
 
● The xxxxx dragon lives …..  (habitat?) 
● It has…..    (what does it look like?) 

 
Here are some examples: 
 
The storm dragon lives in storm clouds and mountainous regions. It has 
dark scales and breathes lightning when angry. 
 
The forest dragon lives in large woods and hedgerows. It has twigs and 
leaves sprouting out of its head and wears green scales. 
 
The river dragon lives under riverbanks. It has a covering of salmon’s 
scales and is very slippery to touch. 
 
The rose dragon lives in gardens and has red, soft skin. It has pink eyes, 
is tiny as a bee and likes to sleep in a rose’s petals. 
 
The lemon tree dragon lives in grocery departments of big stores and is 
an astonishing bright yellow. It has sour spit which is best avoided. 
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The library dragon lives on bookshelves and is pale from a lack of 
sunlight. It has to wear glasses because it has stayed up late at night 
trying to read in the gloom. 
 
The sky dragon lives in clouds, can fly high and have misty hair. It has 
developed the ability to hitch rides on airplanes. 

 
In the time available, the children should be able to invent a 
number of different dragons and think about where they live 
and what they look like. This could be played in pairs, threes or 
as a class together. The children will be given a set time limit to 
play the game. If they dry up then they could start again. David 
and Pie will model the game first. 
 
The Objective – to write information sentences about habitat and appearance. 

 
 
Children’s Audio –  encourage children to listen carefully to the 
reading as it was chosen because it was well written but also 
because it was read aloud effectively. Later on, get the class to 
discuss why they think the reading was chosen. Discuss most 
effective images, ideas or turn of phrase and discuss why it 
worked. During the performance, children should take notes of 
any words, phrases or ideas that they thought were effective. 
The Objective – to listen attentively, enjoy and reflect on what makes good writing 
and performance. 
 
 
 

Padlet – Make sure that your children work on their allocated 
padlet.  
 
Children have a few minutes to complete one or more ‘post it 
notes’ to invent creative sentences that explain what type of 
dragon comes out of different coloured eggs and extend the 
idea. They should use the simple frame: 
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Out of the emerald egg, a forest dragon slithered, covered in 
the green of leaves. 
 
Out of the sky-blue egg, a cloud dragon burst with wings of mist 
and eyes from the sea. 
 
Out of the rainbow egg, an angel dragon flew, scales glittering 
in sunlight. 
 
Out of the scarlet egg, a fire dragon was born to scorch the land 
in a blistering swathe of flame. 
 
I have provided some examples of patterned dragon eggs 
which makes a fantastic and simple art activity based on colour, 
design and developed pencil control. This might all lead to an 
interesting display or class booklet. 
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Remind children about what they have been learning so far. 
This might make a useful poster: 
 
● Use accurate punctuation. 
● Use concrete images and describe details. 
● Use your senses - what you saw, heard, etc. 
● Each word earns its place. 
● No overwriting. 
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● Alliteration, similes and metaphors to build pictures. 
● Personification to add atmosphere – the wind moans. 
● Use detail. 
● Name it – ‘Mr Jabbers’ not ‘the man’; ‘Kings Street’ not ‘ 

the road’. 
 
● If you have a very young class or reluctant writers who 

lack confidence, ideas could be co-constructed in pairs or 
as a class and posted by the teacher.  

● Remind children and adults to use refresh button at the 
top of the page so that they can see their post-it note 
appear – as each note is moderated, they will not all 
appear during the session but will appear later once 
moderated.  
 

The Objective – to write a variety of descriptive and imaginative sentences, using a 
set pattern. 
 
 
Jotcast activity – Dragon Information 
  
This is aimed at developing information ‘report’ writing about 
dragons. Pie will read aloud a model text and the children use 
key adverbials and sentence starters to write information about 
their chosen type of dragon. It would be useful to have this grid 
in the children’s books or available as a handout.  
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unfortunately surprisingly amazingly typically The main 
feature… 

additionally moreover furthermore also similarly  
generally  almost all like most, 

they have…  
many the majority 

however several some a few the minority 
In fact This allows 

them to… 
on the 
other hand 

contrary to 
popular 
belief 

Many people 
believe 
that… 



Encourage the children to listen to any advice that Pie gives 
during this session and to act on it. It might be worth jotting 
any useful writing tips down. For instance, you make a 
character seem real by thinking about how a character feels 
and then showing this through what they say or do. Writing tips 
could be made into writing posters or written in their journals. 
The activity is to use an image of character, think about how 
they feel and then show this through what they do and say. 
Some children may even build up sentence by sentence to a 
whole paragraph.  
 
Objective – writing information sentences, using generalisers and adverbials. 
 
 

Blogging Activity – Writing an information report– the final 
model text provides an example of a non-chronological report 
about a snow dragon.  
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Snow Dragon 
 

     There are many different breeds of dragon and one of the most  

intriguing is the Snow Dragon. Very little is known about this  

variety because it camouflages itself so well that it is rarely ever  

seen. 
 

     Would you be able to recognise a Snow Dragon if you saw one?  

In fact, they are very similar to the large majority of dragons.  

Like most dragons, they have a long tail, the body of a horse  

and excellent eyesight. Typically, they are an amazing white  

colour which glitters as their hair catches the sunlight. However,  

a few have been spotted which are an icy blue. This  

allows them to blend in amongst icy landscapes and swim in the sea 

unnoticed. Furthermore, they have amazing teeth made of diamonds and 

their tails consist of icy, silver scales. The main feature of the Snow 

Dragon is that it freezes anything that it touches. Amazingly, they  

scatter flakes of snow as they move along. 
 

     No one actually knows where Snow Dragon live during the  

summer months. It is thought that they hibernate in the North  

Pole, possibly buried beneath ice caps. However, in the Winter  

they can be seen hiding in forests. If you wish to see a Snow  

Dragon, then you should wait by a moonlit pool when the snow  

is falling. However, you will need to keep quite still and be  

patient. Remember to take some icicles with you as Snow  

Dragons love to lick ice as it keeps their body temperature stable. 
 

     Are Snow Dragons dangerous? Many people believe that they  

are because they have the ability to enchant anyone who sees  

them. Children and adults have disappeared after seeing a Snow  

Dragons and it is believed that they have been tempted into  

riding a Dragon. Unfortunately, if you touch a Snow Dragon,  

you run the risk of being turned to ice! So, anyone curious  

enough to track a Snow Dragon should be very careful. 

 

© Pie Corbett 2015 
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Objective – learning to write information, using an overall structure and adverbials to 
organize and provide coherence as well as bringing specific detail alive. 
 
Type of Writing –  information report. 

 
Audio Challenge – If children want to record their own blog 
ensure that they have read it aloud a number of times. They 
should read it slowly and clearly with expression. This could be 
worked on in pairs or threes so that children can develop their 
performance. 
 

Please do not duplicate to pass on, sell or upload these notes 
on the internet. This is for your use in your classroom.  © Pie 
Corbett 2020 
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Appendices   
 
 

What does a unit look like? 
 
I thought it might be interesting to look at what a unit looks 
like, showing work from the flipchart as well as what appeared 
in a child’s book. If we look in Imi’s year 6 book, we can see 
some of the work that took place – everything that was 
practised orally or on a mini whiteboard is lost but the core of 
the unit can be seen, like a footprint through the learning. It 
starts with an annotated map of the core model text. 
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Here is the class map from the flipchart: 
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On the next page is the model text, similar to The Snow Dragon, 
including the start of boxing up the main sections on the right 
hand side as well as identifying some of the language features. 
Imi attempts a mini toolkit at the bottom of the page.  
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Before moving into writing, there should be plenty of 
grammatical rehearsal. 
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The boxed up planner from the flipchart shows the class shared 
plan. You can see how lots of ideas are gathered so that no one 
is left uncertain about what to put on their own planner.  
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The left-hand column clearly shows the underlying pattern. The 
green ink column shows what was in the model text. The rest is 
packed with ideas from the class. 
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Imi plans to write about a ‘Garden Dragon’. Ideas will have 
been shared on the flipchart planner whilst bit by bit the 
children plan their own ideas.  
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You can see clearly how her first draft is written day by day 
with the teacher referring back to the model, the planner and 
using shared writing before the children write their text over 
about a week. Here is the first section of the shared writing 
which happens daily so that all of the text is modeled, section 
by section. Note how Imi, as a confident writer, does not need 
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to hug closely to the shared writing. Note how the margin can 
be used to make different teaching points.  
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The innovation is then copied neatly up, with some minor 
tweakings, and published in a little booklet with a gatefold 
front cover that opens up to reveal the text. 
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Imi’s Published Writing 
 
Here is the gatefold front cover which opens to reveal the text. 
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25 
 



 
  

26 
 



Imi’s Independent Application 
 

Innovations are, of course, very scaffolded.  The unit ends with 
an independent piece of planning and writing where Imi 
demonstrates what she has learned. With a time limit of 45 
minutes, Imi plans and writes an information report about The 
Stardust Unicorn. 
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Additional Notes 
 
Make sure that the plan can be developed beyond the model 
 
The simplest framework for writing information about an 
animal would look like this. 
 

 
By year 3, children should know this pattern well and be ready 
to develop their planning further. A simple way to do this is to 
develop a planner that includes the basics but has spaces for 
further ‘sections’ of writing. What else might the reader be 
interested in about dragons? Work with the class to make lists 
of possibilities for the children to draw upon, e.g. early 
childhood, life cycle, hobbies, strengths, weaknesses, should 
they be hunted, enemies, predators, education, communication, 
etc.  
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What it is – definition 

What it looks like - 

description  

Where it is found – habitat 

What it eats – diet 

What it does – more 

interesting facts 

Conclusion – final amazing 

fact 



 
 

 
As children develop the ability to write confidently, the more 
time can be spent applying this across the curriculum into 
different subjects where they apply what they have learned in 
their English lessons to ‘real’ information. In this way, the 
emphasis shifts to investigating and gathering information and 
then using what has already been practised in English to 
express that information elegantly, succinctly and powerfully. 

 

Teach children to include: 
 
● ‘Did you know’ boxes; 
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What it is – definition  

What it looks like - description  

Where it is found – habitat  

What it eats – diet  

Blank space for children’s own ideas for 
different sections 

 

Blank space for children’s own ideas for 
different sections 

 

Blank space for children’s own ideas for 
different sections 

 

What it does – more interesting 

facts 

 

Conclusion – final amazing facts  



● Fact boxes 
● True or False? Flaps. 
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Concerns over Innovations 
 
Some teachers get concerned over innovations that hug closely 
to the original model or the shared writing. We see this as an 
important part of language acquisition and quite natural. It 
means that the less confident are practising writing sentences 
in standard English and practising the appropriate style for 
different text types. If they do not do this then they just 
practice incorrect sentence patterns and that is what they 
learn!  
 
Gradually, as a child’s repertoire of possibilities increases, then 
we need to encourage them to move away from the syntax 
(grammar) of the model text and draw on their growing 
vocabulary and repertoire.  Our experience is that some 
children have to be encouraged to move away from the model 
and others may have to be pulled back for further basic 
practice. Compare older writers, using a model text ‘The 
Rainbow Giant’. Here you can see a wide variation of 
innovation as the children are drawing on a repertoire of 
possibilities built up over the years. 
 
 
a. The Model text – description paragraph. 
Would you know a rainbow giant, if you saw one? They are like 
most giants and have huge hands, hairy feet and a long nose. 
Nearly all of them are coloured like a rainbow. However, some 
have been seen that are a beautiful golden colour. 
Furthermore, most of them are taller than a lamppost. A 
minority of these giants are pocket-sized. 
 
b. Year 3 innovation 
Have you ever seen a Fast-Food Giant before? The Fast-Food 
Giant has a bulging stomach which reaches his cushion knees 
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(the opposite to knackety). He weighs over 1000 kg which 
makes it very hard to move around. His skin is brown and beige 
because of his unhealthy diet. Spots cover his face and he likes 
to prod them. For this reason he also has yellow puss oozing 
out of his face. Yuck! He walks with a limp because as I’ve 
already said his belly touches his knees.  
 
c. Year 4 innovation  
The Rainbow Unicorn has a black collar with rainbow gems that 
each have a special power. Amazingly, they are the size of an 
average horse. Occasionally, juveniles are born with a blueish 
tinge if they are a boy and a purpleish tinge if they are a girl. 
They are multi-coloured which enables them to camouflage in 
anything colourful. Their horn has a gold and sparkly tip and it 
lights up when they are on rainbows. 
 
d. Year 5 innovation 
Fire Dragons are easy to identify because they are the largest 
dragon in America. They are the size of as sky-scraper and 
covered in red, fire-shaped scales. They also have yellow fangs 
which are very sharp. They use them to scare their predators 
when they are surrounded. The adult Fire Dragon is a reddish, 
pinkish colour which enables it to camouflage in the sunset and 
autumn leaves. Occasionally juveniles are born with an orange 
tinge.  

 

Please do not duplicate to pass on, sell or upload these notes 
on the internet. This is for your use - in your classroom.  

© Pie Corbett 2020 

Much of the text above will appear in ‘The Book of Dragons’ 
which Talk for Writing will publish in early next year.  
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