
SESSION 10 - TEACHING NOTES – Discussion writing
Thursday 25th March 2021 1.30 – 2.30 pm

Anything in red/ blue, you might find useful to think about
before the session. Today is about persuasive writing.

Today’s Game – Interviewing a dragon on ‘Dragon Watch’.
Warm up the imagination and get ideas buzzing with this
creative starter. The challenge is for the children to interview
their partner who is in role as a dragon.
Here is an example:

Interview with a Pocket dragon

This week’s first guest needs little introduction. The pocket

dragon has been a favourite with school children for many

years as they are so easily transported.

Q: Hi. Why do you think you are so popular with children?

A: I’m so small that I can easily fit into a child’s pocket. If

spotted by a teacher, I can easily avoid capture as I fly so

quickly.

Q: Doesn’t it get stuffy in a pocket?

A: If we get stuffy then we can easily sneak out for a bit of

fresh air. In fact we quite often flitter around during lessons

but no one notices as we fly so quickly.

Q: What is your diet?

A: We love eating dandelion seeds and acorns. In the Winter,

we are very partial to icicles and munching on snow flakes. We

also eat scraps from packed lunches!
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It can be helpful to provide a list of subjects for the questions so
that the children do not run dry during the interview. If you
have time, you could brainstorm topics to talk about – what
would the listeners to Dragon Watch want to now about? Here
are some ideas:

● Where do you live/ why there?
● What do you like to eat?
● Describe a day in the life of a dragon.
● Should people be afraid of you/ why?
● What are your special powers?
● Do you have any special features?
● Do you have any weaknesses?
● What are you afraid of and why?
● Have you ever been captured and how would you escape?
● Main occupation?
● Where do you go on holiday/ why?
● Do baby dragons go to school/ what do they learn?
● How do you tame a dragon?
● How do you become a dragon rider?
● Does your internal combustion engine that produces fire

ever need service?
● How many of your type are there and where do they live?
● Tell us about your hobbies?
● What would you like for your birthday?
● Discuss favourite – foods, drinks, places, games, etc.
● How do you get treasure?
● What books/ films/ tv programmes/ music do you like best

and why?

This could be played in pairs, threes or as a class together. The
children will be given a set time limit to play the game. If they
dry up then they could start again or swap roles. David and Pie
will model the game first.

The Objective – to practise interviewing, asking supplementary questions.
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Children’s Audio – encourage children to listen carefully to
the reading as it was chosen because it was well written but
also because it was read aloud effectively. Later on, get the
class to discuss why they think the reading was chosen. Discuss
most effective images, ideas or turn of phrase and discuss why
it worked. During the performance, children should take notes
of any words, phrases or ideas that they thought were effective.
The Objective – to listen attentively, enjoy and reflect on what makes good writing
and performance.

Gallery Challenge – This week the challenge is to draw a
monster or mythical creature of your choice that wishes to
move into your local area.

Padlet – Make sure that your children work on their
allocated padlet.

Dragons (or any other mythical creature of your choosing) have
applied to live in the local area. You have a few minutes to
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complete one or more ‘post it notes’ giving reasons why you
would agree to this or why you would disagree. To help, here
are some sentence starters that might be useful:

Some …
Many…
Most…
The majority…
A few…
A minority…
I would…
Local
residents…
Officials…
Researchers…
Politicians…

think that
suggest that
state that
claim that
are of the view that
consider that
believe that
maintain that
assert that
propose that
recommend that

because

Words to add on To provide a different idea
Also,
Additionally,
Furthermore,
Moreover,

On the other hand,
However,
Alternatively,
Then again,

Back up your views Counter arguments
A key reason is that
One reason is that

Some people have suggested
that…. However, this is not….

It is not true to say that…
because
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Remind children about what they have been learning so far.
This might make a useful poster:

● Use accurate punctuation.
● Use concrete images and describe details.
● Use your senses - what you saw, heard, etc.
● Each word earns its place.
● No overwriting.
● Alliteration, similes and metaphors to build pictures.
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● Personification to add atmosphere – the wind moans.
● Use detail.
● Name it – ‘Mr Jabbers’ not ‘the man’; ‘Kings Street’ not ‘

the road’.
● If you have a very young class or reluctant writers who

lack confidence, ideas could be co-constructed in pairs or
as a class and posted by the teacher.

● Remind children and adults to use refresh button at the
top of the page so that they can see their post-it note
appear – as each note is moderated, they will not all
appear during the session but will appear later once
moderated.

The Objective – to write a variety of discussion sentences, making points, backing up
ideas, justifying and providing a counter argument.

Jotcast activity – Should dragons be allowed to live
locally?

Dragons (or any other mythical creature of your choosing) have
approached the local council and asked if they could take up
permanent residence. This is aimed at developing discussion
writing, in which the children role-play being a local and have to
write a report that looks at the arguments from both sides and
have to come to a conclusion.

Pie will read aloud a model text and the children should use key
adverbials and sentence starters to write ‘discussion’ sentences,
providing points of view from one side of the discussion or the
other.

Encourage the children to listen to any advice that Pie gives
during this session and to act on it. It might be worth jotting any
useful writing tips down. For instance, think about the need to
write counter arguments or justify viewpoints. Writing tips
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could be made into writing posters or written in their journals.
Some children may build up sentence by sentence to a whole
paragraph. Objective – writing discursive sentences, using a range of sentence

types and useful starters.

Should dragons be allowed to live locally?

We are
discussing
whether or
not….

This is a hot
topic
because….

Some people
belive that…

Another
reason for
saying this…

Also…
Furthermore….
Moreover
Additionally

It is true
that….

We think…. ……because…
.

The main
reason is
that…

Finally…..

On the other
hand…

Other
people
suggest
that…

Alternatively…
.

However….. A different view
is to suggest
that…

If…. It is not right
to say….

…because…. It is incorrect
to suggest ….

Finally, the most
important reason

In the end, I
have
concluded
that / believe
that…

Having
listened to
the
evidence/
arguments
…

I think that… My main
conclusion is
that…

It would not be
right/ fair/
sensible to

because As a result
of

I feel that I agree that Finally…
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Blogging Activity – Write a discussion report exploring the
question, ‘should dragons be allowed to live in the local area’
or choose a different creature.

8



Should dragons be hunted?

We have been discussing whether or not dragons

should be hunted. This is a hot topic at the moment

because there are sky dragons living in the local area

and people are frightened.

Many people think that dragons should be hunted

because they are well known for feeding off cattle,

sheep, horses and even cats. Additionally, dragons

destroy buildings with their fire and have been known

to harm humans. Furthermore, people argue that

dragons are cold-hearted and most steal gold and

treasure which they keep in their caves.

On the other hand, some people argue that the sky

dragons should be given a chance to prove that they

mean the local area no harm. Furthermore, it is

suggested that the local council work with the dragons

to draw up a code of behavior so that dragons and

humans can live side by side with no conflict. Indeed,

some people have pointed out that sky dragons feed

off clouds and mist, clearing areas on foggy days.

Having considered all the arguments, I believe that we

should try to live alongside these beautiful sky-blue

creatures rather than chasing and trapping them. My

main reason for this conclusion is that in the winter,

the dragons may be able to heat the town and provide

much needed security in case of goblin attack!

© Pie Corbett 2020
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Objective – learning to write a balanced discussion; using an overall structure and
adverbials to organize and provide coherence to a line of argument, drawing a
conclusion.
Type of Writing –  discussion writing

Audio Challenge – If children want to record their own blog
ensure that they have read it aloud a number of times. They
should read it slowly and clearly with expression. This could be
worked on in pairs or threes so that children can develop their
performance.

Please do not duplicate to pass on, sell or upload these notes
on the internet. This is for your use in your classroom. © Pie
Corbett 2020
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Appendices

Dragon Interview

Andy Seed has written an excellent nonfiction book called ‘Interview
with a tiger’ which contains interviews with various clawed beasts. This
gave me the idea that children could use the book’s format as a basis for
interviewing a species of dragon. This would start with children working
in pairs to role-play interviews, swapping roles. The unit would have to
follow on from report writing where every child has written about their
own invented species. They would have to create a list of possible
questions. These could be invented and shared with a class list onto
which each pair could add extra questions.  Here is a possible format for
writing up the interviews. Interviews could be filmed or recorded and put
on the class blog, perhaps in the form of podcast.

Interview with a Pocket dragon

This week’s first guest needs little introduction. The pocket

dragon has been a favourite with school children for many

years as they are so easily transported.

Q: Hi. Why do you think you are so popular with children?

A: I’m so small that I can easily fit into a child’s pocket. If

spotted by a teacher, I can easily avoid capture as I fly so

quickly.

Q: Doesn’t it get stuffy in a pocket?

A: If we get stuffy then we can easily sneak out for a bit of

fresh air. In fact we quite often flitter around during lessons

but no one notices as we fly so quickly.
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Q: What is your diet?

A: We love eating dandelion seeds and acorns. In the Winter,

we are very partial to icicles and munching on snow flakes. We

also eat scraps from packed lunches!

© Pie Corbett 2020

Boxing up the model text

I have provided the model text boxed up – ideally, you should
do this with the children, getting them to work about what the
pattern of a discussion is like. ‘What is this paragraph all
about’? ‘What happens in this paragraph?’

● Model how to plan using bullet points.
● Model how to plan using just a few key words.
● Model how to turn the plan into writing.
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Text Pattern Model text Your Innovation

Title Should dragons be hunted?

What we are
discussing and why

We have been discussing whether or

not dragons should be hunted. This is a

hot topic at the moment because

there are sky dragons living in the

local area and people are frightened.

Reasons for Many people think that dragons should

be hunted because they are well known

for feeding off cattle, sheep, horses

and even cats. Additionally, dragons

destroy buildings with their fire and

have been known to harm humans.

Furthermore, people argue that

dragons are cold-hearted and most

steal gold and treasure which they

keep in their caves.

Reasons against On the other hand, some people argue

that the sky dragons should be given a

chance to prove that they mean the

local area no harm. Furthermore, it is

suggested that the local council talk

with the dragons to draw up a code of

behavior so that dragons and humans

can live side by side with no conflict.

Indeed, some people have pointed out

that sky dragons feed off clouds and

mist, clearing areas on foggy days.

Conclusion with
justification

Having considered all the arguments, I

believe that we should try to live

alongside these beautiful sky-blue

creatures rather than chasing and

trapping them. My main reason for this

conclusion is that in the winter, the

dragons may be able to heat the town

and provide much needed security in

case of goblin attack!
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© Pie Corbett 2020

Some of this text above will appear in ‘The Book of Dragons’
which Talk for Writing will publish in early next year, 2021.
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