
SESSION NOTES – ‘Taster session’
September  16th 2021

Anything in red or blue, you might find useful to think about
or prepare before the session. Today is about information
writing.

Today’s Game – Inventing a type of goblin, where they live
and one or two facts about their appearance.

Our sessions always begin with a warmup game that is played
orally - the children do not write online at this point. The aim of
the games is to warm up the imagination and get ideas buzzing
with a creative starter that prepares for the rest of the session.
The challenge in this session is to create a ‘type’ of goblin, e.g.
‘a storm goblin’ or a ‘sea goblin’ and use this sentence pattern
to explain. This would be handy if it was available.

The garden goblin lives in gardens as well as parkland.
It wears green clothes and is covered in a layer of leaves.

● The xxxxx goblin lives…..  (habitat?)
● It has/ wears…..    (what does it look like?)

There will be a timer on screen. David and Pie will model the
game first. In the time available, the children should be able to
invent a number of different types of goblin and think about
where they live and what they look like. This could be played in
pairs, threes or as a class together. The children will be given a
set time limit to play the game. If they dry up then they could
start again.

Here are some examples:
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The storm goblin lives in mountainous regions. It has dark
leathery skin and breathes lightning when angry.

The forest goblin lives in large woods and hedgerows. It has
twigs and leaves sprouting out of its head and wears green and
brown clothes.

The river goblin lives under riverbanks. It has a covering of
salmon’s scales and is very slippery to touch.

The rose goblin lives in gardens and has red, soft skin. It has
pink eyes, is tiny as a bee and likes to sleep in rose petals.

The lemon tree goblin lives in grocery departments of big stores
and is an astonishing bright yellow. It has sour spit which is best
avoided.

The library goblin lives on bookshelves and is pale from a lack
of sunlight. It has to wear glasses because it has stayed up late
at night trying to read in the gloom.

The sky goblin lives in clouds, can fly high and has misty hair. It
has developed the ability to hitch rides on airplanes.

The Objective – to create information sentences about habitat and appearance.

Children’s Audio: – each session we play some recordings
made by children of the writing that they created from the
previous session. Encourage children to listen carefully to the
reading as it was chosen because it was well written but also
because it was read aloud effectively. Later on, get the class to
discuss why they think the reading was chosen. Discuss most
effective images, ideas or turn of phrase and discuss why it
worked. During the performance, children should take notes of
any words, phrases or ideas that they thought were effective.
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The Objective – to listen attentively, enjoy and reflect on what makes good writing
and performance.

Padlet – Children have a few minutes to complete one or
more ‘post it notes’ to create sentences that start with one of
the following. This grid would be handy in the books.

To intrigue the reader To generalise To add on ideas
Surprisingly,
Amazingly,
Weirdly,
Strangely,
Extraordinarily,

Usually,
Generally,
Typically,
Normally,
Occasionally,

Also,
Additionally,
Furthermore,
Moreover,
As well,

Surprisingly, the house goblin is smaller than a mouse.
Usually, goblins are very greedy.
Furthermore, they overeat and get stomach ache!

Remind children about the importance of:
● Reread your sentence before posting it.
● Check for accurate punctuation.
● Use details to bring ideas alive.
● Use alliteration, similes and metaphors to build pictures.
● If you have a very young class or reluctant writers who

lack confidence, ideas could be co-constructed in pairs or
as a class and posted by the teacher.

● Remind children and adults to use refresh button at the
top of the page so that they can see their post-it note
appear – as each note is moderated, they will not all
appear during the session but will appear later once
moderated.

The Objective – to write a variety of information sentences, all starting with an
adverb.
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Jotcast activity – Information sentences using fronted
adverbials and generalisers.

This is aimed at developing information ‘report’ writing about
goblis. Pie will read aloud a model text and the children use key
adverbials and sentence starters to write information about
their chosen type of dragon. It would be useful to have this grid
in the children’s books or available as a handout.

Words to add
on more
information

Adverbs to
interest the
reader

Generalisers Change of direction

Additionally, Amazingly, Generally, However,

Also, Surprisingly, Most/many Contrary to

popular belief,

Furthermore

,

Interestingly, Some/A

few

On the other

hand,

Moreover, Weirdly, Several Perhaps,

In addition, Curiously, The

majority

Unfortunately,

It is thought

that

Similarly, The

minority

Nevertheless,

Many people

believe that

Unusually, Almost all Alternatively,

Example of a child’s book from Belmont Primary, showing how
the teacher has ensured that a grid is being used.
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Encourage the children to listen to any advice that Pie gives
during this session and to act on it. It might be worth jotting
any useful writing tips down. For instance, reread to make the
sentences flow, create fresh images not clichés, say it aloud,
choose words with care, avoid repeating words, reread to police
your sentences, pretend you are your teacher…. Writing tips
could be made into writing posters or written in their journals.
Objective – writing a range of information sentences using adverbials.

Blogging Activity – Create a report about a type of goblin.

As a follow up to the session, the children create a blog post.
They draft, edit and post, building on the jotcast idea and write
a report about a type of goblin, e.g. a stone goblin, a river
goblin, etc. A model is provided below. They should introduce
the reader to the subject, describe the goblin, explain where it
lives, what it eats, what it does, etc.
Objective – write a well-structured information report, using correct terminology but
imaginative ideas to interest the reader.
Type of Writing –  information report writing
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Cave Goblins

The cave goblin is a rare form of goblin which is

generally only out and about at night. This is because

they have grown used to living in deep, dark caves so

that they find the sunlight too bright to see clearly

and too hot as well.

Cave goblins are easy to identify as they are the

smallest goblin in the world being only ten centimetres

tall. They are the size of small cats and their children

are often mistaken for rats. They are covered in tough

scales made from very hard granite. The adult cave

goblins are a dark green colour which enables them to

hide in shadows as well as trees, hedgerows and tall

grass. However, juveniles are born with a yellowish

tinge and red hair which they lose after their 100
th

birthday.

Cave goblins are found in most mountain ranges and

hills where there are plenty of hiding holes. They live in

large groups in underground caverns where they feel

safest. When out and about foraging for food, they will

keep to the shadows and this makes them very

difficult to identify. They live in harmony and train

mice as their pets. The mice are treated in the same

way that humans fuss over dogs or cats.

Whilst most goblins are renowned for hoarding

treasure, being aggressive and greedy as well being

thoroughly stupid, the cave goblin shows no interest in

gold, silver or any other valuable stones. They are only

interested in playing chess and wiling away their time

holding quiz shows and tending to their indoor pot

plants.  These shy and gentle creatures are vegetarians
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and grow their own fruit and vegetables on mountain

sides close to the entrance to their dens. Cave goblins

present no danger to humans and several have made

friends with shepherds who are often out at night

tending to their flocks.

Our ‘save the cave goblin’ campaign has been concerned

for many years that these delightful creatures might

be mistaken for other less pleasant types of goblin and

therefore become hunted. Where cave dwellings and

caverns have been discovered, the location is kept

secret. To preserve these mysterious and gentle

creatures, all goblin lovers should make sure that

vegetable and fruit peelings are left out during snowy

weather.

Pie Corbett, Goblin Whisperer
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Different types of goblins
Did you know that there are lots of different types of Goblins? In an
earlier  unit called the Impossible Possible
Bookshop you might have met Treerumple,
who is a Tree Goblin, but let’s meet three

more.

Four facts about a Star Goblin

1) They live on top of stars

2) They can fly

3) Star Goblins are very small

4) They enjoy having parties on

the moon

Four facts about a Cupboard Goblin

1) They live in food

cupboards

2) They are greedy

3) Cupboard Goblins wear big,

black boots

4) They are excellent at

cooking
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Four facts about a Grass Goblin

1) They can often be found in

gardens

2) They like stealing garden

gnomes

3) Grass Goblins love to eat red

and yellow roses

4) They are very good at making

slime and leaving it in gardens!

Can you draw your own goblin, think of

a name for it and write down 4 facts?

Use the space below.

Have a look at this paragraph about the Grass Goblin. What do you
notice about how the facts have been written?
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Unsurprisingly, the vast majority of Grass Goblins can be

found in gardens because they love to eat red and yellow

roses. Interestingly, most Grass Goblins like stealing garden

gnomes and leaving behind their slime.

I have:
★ started the sentences with some engaging adverbs
★ joined two facts together showing how one led to the other by

using ‘because’
★ joined two facts together using ‘and’
★ Used words like, ‘the majority’ and ‘most’ to generalise about

these goblins
★ used the present tense (love/like).
★ Here is a word bank with more useful words to use:

Amazingly, Interestingly, Surprisingly, In addition,
Contrary to

popular belief,

A few Several Many All
A small number

of..

because when as if despite

Can you use the words in the table above (or some of your own) to join
the facts about the Cupboard Goblin together?

Cupboard Goblin

1) They live in food cupboards

2) They are greedy

3) Cupboard goblins wear big, black boots

4) They are excellent at cooking

……………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………….…………………………………..

……………..……………………………………………………………………………………..
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…………………………….……………………………………………………………………..

…………………………….……………………………………………………………………..
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Everything you need to know about
a Cloud Goblin (Nubes Cobalus)

Listen to the report here:

https://soundcloud.com/talkforwriting/goblin-report/s-fLBBEkUpruz

Introduction

Cloud Goblins (Nubes Cobalus) are

gentle creatures who have an excellent

sense of humour. Read on to find out

more.

Appearance (what they look like)

Have you ever seen a Cloud Goblin?

Like most goblins, they have huge feet,

stubby legs and a large nose. The

majority of Cloud Goblins have white,

black or rainbow coloured hair.

However, some have hair the colour of

bright lightning. Additionally, most

Cloud Goblins have big bushy beards

(often with raindrops hanging from them) and huge ears, which

can detect a small sound over 20 miles away. Cloud Goblins like

to wear yellow raincoats and dark sunglasses.

Habitat (where they live)

Cloud Goblins live in the skies all over the world. Cloud Goblins

like to live in large rain clouds (nimbostratus clouds) where

they are camouflaged. Many Cloud Goblins can be found

dwelling in the clouds above mountain ranges such as the Andes

or the Alps.

Diet (what they eat)

Cloud Goblins eat marshmallows, candyfloss and lightning-bolt

biscuits. They also love to drink frost or fog milkshakes but

they must never drink rainwater because they are allergic to it.

Surprising Features

Cloud Goblins have many surprising features. Despite their

short legs, they are remarkably good at jumping, which means

they are often found jumping long distances from one cloud to

another. Interestingly, Cloud Goblins are quite heavy and they

enjoy playing snow-flake frisbee.

Hobbies

12

https://soundcloud.com/talkforwriting/goblin-report/s-fLBBEkUpruz


Cloud Goblins love to make shapes out of clouds. Have you ever

looked at a cloud and thought: ‘That looks like a dog, a flower

or a face?’ If you have, then it is probably a Cloud Goblin that

has created that.

Finally, the most amazing thing about Cloud Goblins is that they

never sleep and they really enjoy reading Star Goblins

enchanting stories.
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Plan your report
First, choose a goblin to write about

Goblin:

Title:
What is your report all about?

Introduction
What 2 or 3 key facts are you going to
write about to start your report?

Appearance
Make some notes about what your
goblin looks like including what they
wear.

Habitat
Where does your goblin live? Are
there any extra details that your
reader needs to know about where
they live? How will you describe it?

Diet
What do they eat? What’s their
favourite thing to eat? Is there
anything that they don’t like or can’t
eat?

Surprising features
Think of 2 or 3 fascinating facts about
your goblin. What will surprise the
reader about them?

Hobbies
What does your goblin like doing?
What do they do in their spare time?

Conclusion
How will you finish your report? What
final thing will you tell your reader?

Publish your report
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Joshua’s report and his drawing that he did
during Lockdown at home. Can you magpie
any ideas from him?

Spear Goblins by Joshua Thomas

Did you know that Spear Goblins are

considered to be the most disgusting

animal on the planet? On the outside,

they look like green, disgusting slime.

However, on the inside, they are in fact

nice, friendly creatures.

Slit its head open and you will find an

aquarium of friendly sea creatures

crowding together. This makes Spear Goblins very confused all

of the time.

Before we open its ear, be warned - you might find something

really disgusting. Peeling back the skin, you will see mouldy

mushrooms covered in ear wax and wriggly worms slithering

everywhere.

Most Spear Goblins have very rude manners. Open up their

mouths and you will hear monstrous burps that are as loud as

thunder.

Interestingly, a Spear Goblin's belly is in two halves. One half

is full of tasty fruit (this is because they love eating any fruit

that they can get their grimy hands on). The other side is full

of wildlife, including slimy slugs, curly snails, tickly spiders and

rainbow-coloured woodlice. What a disgusting diet!

But that's not all. Spear Goblins keep rabbits in their

underpants. You may be wondering why they do this ... the

truth is that no-one knows. Perhaps it helps them to bounce up

and down.

Remember - Spear Goblins are extremely naughty, especially

with their weapons, so watch out!

Make a Goblin Monster
Look at these fantastic monsters made by Mrs Darlington. Why not

have a go at creating your own goblin monster – can you write a set of
instructions for someone to make yours?
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Thank you Mrs Darlington for sharing your ideas with
us. Please do not duplicate to pass on, sell or upload these
notes on the internet. This is for your use in your classroom.  ©
Pie Corbett and Kat Pennington 2021
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