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What the children need: a writing journal, writing equipment
and tablet per pupil or in pairs/threes and a screen at the front
of the class that everyone can see.

Oral Game –modeled by the team and then played in pairs
orally – no tablet needed at this point. This week we will be
inventing a list of poetry ingredients – all the things that we can
think of that could go into a poem, e.g.

In my poem I would put – a sausage roll, steam from the first
cup of tea, a nightingale’s song, a London bus, Manchester on a
wet Sunday, Christmas lights, an ocean wave, etc.

Guest slot – This week we chat with the poet Coral Rumble, a
poet and editor. Coral will be talking about and reading several
of her poems.

Coral Rumble has worked as a poet and performer for many
years, and now specializes in writing and performing for
children.  She is featured in Favourite Poets, published by
Hodder Children’s Books.  Michael Rosen has commented,
“Rumble has a dash and delight about her work”.

Coral has had four collections published – Creatures, Teachers
and Family Features, Breaking the Rules, My Teacher’s as Wild
as a Bison, and ‘Riding a Lion’. Two of her earlier collections
were featured in the ‘Best Books’ supplement of Junior
Education Mag, and were selected as ‘choices’ by The Children’s
Poetry Bookshelf. More recently, her new collection, ‘Riding a
Lion’, has been shortlisted for the national, North Somerset
Teachers’ Book Awards, 2021. Coral’s verse novel, Little Light, is
currently a recommended title for National Poetry Day, 2021.
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Her next collection, Things That Should be in a Poem, for KS1, is
to be published at the beginning of 2022.

Coral has contributed to around 170+ anthologies for children.
You will find her work in various trade books, and she is very
proud that one of her poems was included in a poetry exhibition
at the National Football Museum in Preston! In the past she has
contributed to the National Poetry Day resources for schools,
produced by the Poetry Society, and is part of the Poetry Society
(Education) advisory group. Coral is Poetry Editor for the
Writers’ Advice Centre in London.

Coral won the Caterpillar Poetry Prize, 2018, with a poem called
Mustafa’s Jumper, and was asked to grow the poem into a story
of the same name, which was published in 2019 (Wacky Bee
Books). Coral teamed up with her illustrator daughter, Charlotte
Cooke, when working on Mustafa’s Jumper. They had previously
worked on a picture book together, The Adventures of the Owl
and the Pussycat, which was longlisted for the ‘Oscar’s First
Book Prize’ award, and has been read a number of times on
Cbeebies TV.

In addition, Coral has delivered inset training for teachers, both
independently, and on behalf of the Poetry Society and British
Council, and works regularly on education projects, with all age
groups, around the country. Coral often performs and gives
workshops at arts centres, bookshops, libraries, theatres and
festivals, and was one of the team of poets providing poetry
reading workshops at the Royal Festival Hall. She has given
workshops in some unusual places, too, the grandest venue
being Buckingham Palace!

Coral was one of the writers of the popular Cbeebies TV
programmes, ‘Poetry Pie’ and ‘The Rhyme Rocket’. She is also
the writer of the Pinkasaurus stories broadcast on Cbeebies
Radio.
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It helps if the children have the three poems below available to
look at while Coral is reading and to refer to when responding.
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DELICATE THINGS

In the early stillness of the day,
I felt the sharpness of a ray
Of sun, that cut its way through mist
And scraped my arm, down to the wrist.

With wary fingers, I clasped it tight,
Snapped off a metre of its light,
Its glow was bright and sabre-sharp,
As thin as a string from an angel's harp.

I wrapped a cloth around one tip,
So I could cup my hand and grip
One end, then point it to the sky,
And gaze at it with squinting eyes.

Then swooping down, as with a sword,
I raced it through the air towards
The dry, cracked mud, the thinning grass -
It shattered like the finest glass.

In the early stillness of the day,
I couldn't find a word to say,
The fragments dulled, I felt the sting
Of disregard for delicate things.

Coral Rumble
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THE GATHERING

Ruddering tails twist and turn, 
Build a rusty plumage cloud
Above the silent field.

Red kites, a hundred red kites
Filling the air with their
Thin, piping song,
Catching the current
In the angles of their wings.

One by one, they settle
On the bending branches
Of Bisham Woods,
And spot the leaves with
Golden orbed eyes, 
Spread their neutral stare
Until each bow is heavy
With stillness.

The gathering is thick with feathers,
Soft quills and barbs are parted
By the fingers of a breeze.
Red kites, a hundred red kites
Roosting, beneath a pale and hollow sky.

Coral Rumble
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THINGS THAT SHOULD TO BE IN A POEM

The sleep in my eyes,
The wax in my ears,
The salt on my cheek
From stray night-time tears,

The squeeze of my jumper,
The swish of my hair,
The crack in my curtain,
The dust in the air,

My skip on the pavement,
My jump from the wall,
The gathering treasure
As large conkers fall,

The squelch of my boots,
The mud in their grooves!
The wobble of puddles
Before they go smooth,

A weekend of time,
A wide space to play,
I think I'll collect 
A poem today.

Coral Rumble
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Padlet – Children write a response to the poems. They can ask
Coral questions and they might comment on:

● questions – for the author
● likes – word choices, images, ideas
● puzzles – things that seem a mystery
● connections – links with other pieces of writing
● memories – has anything ever happened like this
● feelings – what it made you feel
● patterns – how does the pattern help the effect
● techniques – sound effects or word play or imagery
● most memorable – which part really worked and why

I like the part where…

I’m not sure…

I’m puzzled about….

This made me think of…

This reminded me of ….

The part where it says…. made me feel…. because…

The pattern makes the reader….

The best technique used…

The most memorable part is….

Jotcast activity –Now we try using some of Liz’s ideas to write
either a list of delicate things or try a rhyming poem, listing
ingredients.
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The sleep in my eyes,
The wax in my ears,
The salt on my cheek
From stray night-time tears,

The mud on the ground,
The clouds in the sky,
The cars on the road,
The tear in my eye.

Gallery Challenge  - Your own face in the back of a spoon.
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Blogging Activity – The big challenge – Write your own piece of
poetic writing either listing ingredients for a poem, trying to
rhyme or make a list of gentle and delicate things.

The mud on the ground,
The clouds in the sky,
The cars on the road,
The tear in my eye.

Or

Ten Delicate Things

Silence.
A spider’s web strung across a gate.
A leaf skeleton.
A tortoiseshell’s wing.
A thread of lace.
A strand of hair.
A message written on rice paper.
A yellow shell found at Porthcressa beach.
Kind words and
a hope.

Audio Challenge – An invitation to record and perform your
poem.

© Pie Corbett 2021
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