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Anything in blue should be read before the session – I will

also put in red any grids or sentences or instructions that
should ideally be in the children’s books. A main focus of this
session is to ensure that everyone is comfortable with the
technology and the teaching sequence as well as loosening up
and gaining confidence as writers. The children need:

● Notebooks/ writing journals and pencils
● access to a tablet
● be able to see main screen

Creative Game

As usual, the show begins with a game for children to play.
Make sure that they have their notebooks and pencils ready
and listen carefully. The games can be played as a class, in
threes, in pairs or solo – usually played in pairs. Get everyone to
make notes as Pie and David play the game. Then there will be
a pause of a few minutes – a ‘timer’ will be onscreen giving a
countdown. The initial games are played orally and do not
involve them using their tablets.

Today’s Game – On the way home, I met…
The Objective – generate rapidly a list of imaginative and extraordinary ideas.

Warm up the imagination and get ideas buzzing with this initial
game that will be played orally. The children will be given a set
time limit to complete their ideas. David and Pie will model the
game first. The idea is to build up a list of strange characters
that you might meet in the ‘Land of Neverbelieve’, describing
what they looked like or what they wore, using this frame:
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A. On the way home, I met a girl/ boy called …. Midnight
B. He/ She was…. dressed in darkness.

A. On the way home, I met a girl/ boy called … Winter
B. He/ she had… eyes of frost that glittered.

a. On the way home, I met a girl/ boy called … Silence
b. He/She was/ had….

a. On the way home, I met a girl/ boy called … Owl
b. He/She was/ had….

a. On the way home, I met a girl/ boy called … Silver
b. He/She was/ had….

a. On the way home, I met a girl/ boy called … Frost
b. He/She was/ had….

storm summer wolf anger river emptiness
thunder spring fox war forest laughter
lightning autumn bear water mountain greed
snow dusk eagle fire ocean whispers
cloud darkness serpent wind desert scarlet
rain eternity dolphin earth arctic disaster

hair eyes mouth chin cheeks arms
legs fingers toes hands voice dreams
skin hopes lungs head feet palms
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Padlet – Children have a few minutes to complete one or more
‘post it notes’ using the same frame, to describe who you met
and what they looked like:

I met a girl called Winter.
She had eyes of frost that glittered
and her hands were snow-soft
with fingernails of ice that burned my cheek.

I met a boy called Owl.
His head swiveled like a lighthouse beam
and his amber eyes scanned the world.
Gnarled talons like tree roots for hands
and the soft shuffle of feathers for a coat.

I met a man called Sunset.
His eyes wept red and towards evening,
His clouded face faded into silence
As if he had just stepped out of doors.

I met a woman called Fire.
Her skin sizzled and her heart pulsed like a sun
beneath a ribcage of embers; polished eyes
blazed like burnished copper.

I met a princess who was Unfortunate.
Her hands let slip the truth
and her fingers were thin as chicken bones.

I met a Prince called Greed.
His belly round as a beach ball
and feet sloth-slow as he consumed
the earth like birthday cake,
scattering crumbs of stone.
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This activity is to tune the class back into writing creatively and
thoughtfully, drawing on their imagination, avoiding clichés and
using techniques that we looked at last year.

They should take ideas from the initial game or try new ones
that pop into their minds.
● Remind them to extended their ideas. So that ‘She was

dressed in darkness’ becomes: ‘She was dressed in
darkness with stars for eyes and crescent smile.’

● Remind them to use their senses – things you can see,
hear, smell, taste and touch.

● Remind them to use accurate punctuation.
● If you have a very young class or reluctant writers who

lack confidence, ideas could be co-constructed in pairs or
as a class and posted by the teacher.

● Remind children and adults to use refresh button at the
top of the page so that they can see their post-it note
appear – as each note is moderated, they will not all
appear during the session but will appear later once
moderated. The Objective – to write extended, imaginative sentences that

are correctly punctuated, drawing on associations.

Children’s Audio – later on, discuss the most effective images,
ideas or turn of phrase and discuss why it worked. During the
performance, children should take notes of any words, phrases
or ideas that they thought were effective. The Objective – to listen

attentively, enjoy and reflect on what makes good writing and performance.

Jotcast activity - This activity prepares the children for the blog
post that they will write. The focus is on writing creative
sentences using the idea of meeting someone and what they
looked like but now adding in what they did / said:
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I met a girl of Silver.
She whispered words
like thin coins
slipping into a well.

I met a boy of Midnight.
He drank a lake
to swallow the moon.

I met a man of Autumn.
He spoke of frail things
that too soon wither
and silently drift.

I met a child of emptiness.
His eyes were sunken ships
and his mouth a cavern’s dark.
He cried but no tears fell.

I met a thief of Time.
His hands fidgeted, fingers ticked
relentlessly and his face
darkened towards evening.

I met a heroine of Cloud.
Her hair was softly spun
and eyes of white gazed
out at me as the gentlest
touch softened my hands.

I met a soldier of Peace.
Butterflies lived in his pockets
and out of his gun grew primroses
and he spoke to me of laughter
with a voice of gravel and dirt.
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The children can feed off the lists of ideas that have already
been made in the game that they played and the padlet work.
To get everyone started, Pie will read aloud the examples
above. Encourage children to invent ideas and draw on a touch
of alliteration, similes, metaphor and personification.

Encourage the children to listen to any advice that Pie gives
during this session and to act on it. It might be worth jotting
any useful writing tips down on the flipchart. For instance,
name it, describe the detail so the reader can imagine it, reread
to make the sentence flow, create fresh images not clichés, say
it aloud, choose words with care, avoid repeating words, reread
to police your sentences, pretend you are your teacher….
Writing tips could be made into writing posters or written in
their journals. Objective – the ability to write imaginative sentences,

experimenting with alliteration, similes, personification and creating new phrases.

Gallery Challenge – Flower patterns.
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I met a girl called Sunflower.
Her hair was a jester’s frill
of sunshine- yellow and her smile
was buttercups and dandelions.
She told me tales of distant
a ragged heart made from a swarm of bees
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then leant on me, green and slender.
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Blogging Activity – Create a poem in which you meet a few
characters.

Children should build on the jotcast ideas and write an
extended poem having reread, discussed responded to and
analysed Pie’s poem below. It can help for the children to have
a copy of Pie’s poem in their books. Remind them to all come
up with their own, original TITLE. Objective – write an extended list,

playing with language and ideas, using alliteration, imagery, metaphor and word
play.

Audio Challenge – If children want to record their own blog
ensure that they have read it aloud a number of times.

Please do not share these notes and models, put them online
or use for financial gain. Please respect my copyrite. They are
for your use with your class. Many thanks.

© Pie Corbett 2021
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On the Way Home…

I met a girl called Winter.
She had eyes of frost that glittered
and her hands were snow-soft
with fingernails of ice that burned my cheek.
She whispered silver words
that fell like thin coins
into a well of wishes.

I met a boy called Owl.
His head swiveled like a lighthouse beam
and his amber eyes scanned the world.
Gnarled talons like tree roots for hands
and the soft shuffle of feathers for a coat.
His hair was softly spun
and his touch softened my hands.

I met a man called Sunset.
His eyes wept red and towards evening,
His clouded face faded into silence
as if he had just stepped out of doors.
He drank a lake
to swallow the moon.

I met a woman called Fire.
Her skin sizzled and her heart pulsed like a sun
beneath a ribcage of embers; polished eyes
blazed like burnished copper.
She spoke of frail things
that too soon wither
and silently
drift.
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I met a princess who was Unfortunate.
Her hands let slip the truth
and her fingers were thin as chicken bones.
She hands fidgeted, fingers ticked
relentlessly and her face
darkened towards evening.

I met a Prince called Greed.
His belly round as a beach ball
and feet sloth-slow as he consumed
the earth like birthday cake,
scattering crumbs of rock.
His eyes were sunken ships
and his mouth a cavern’s dark.
He cried but no tears fell.

I met a soldier of Peace.
Butterflies lived in his pockets
and out of his gun grew primroses
and he spoke to me of laughter
with a voice of tinsel and stars.

On my way home, I met Myself.
I was standing in a hall of mirrors
and forever growing smaller.
I spoke of all the little things
that made me what I am:
red Smarties, walking on my hands
and the Beano once a week.

© Pie Corbett 2021
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Notes for ‘Read and Respond’ to the main poem

Loosening the imagination
This writing session is really about continuing to build a sense
of confidence whilst providing a challenging metaphorical
frame to explore. To this end, we are writing about different
characters that might be met in ‘The Land of Neverbelieve’.

Read and Respond
Before or following the programme, at a suitable time, read
through the poem fluently and expressively. Begin with a
discussion of preferences - which sections do they like or dislike
and why. The aim of this initial discussion is to get them digging
deeper into the poem, thinking about its effect on them as
readers and the images and ideas it creates.

To generate thinking, use a variety of prompts such as:

● Which ideas are the most surprising and why?
● Which ideas interest you the most and why?
● Which one do you wish you had written and why?
● Any suggestions for improvements?
● Find and explain the hardest idea.

I’d go through it line by line, taking their thoughts about each
idea. Create a simple display by the class choosing their
favourite ideas and illustrating – any good ones could be
popped onto the TeachingLive gallery.

Model how to write a short ‘critical response’ paragraph about
a line or verse of their choosing, using simple sentence starters,
e.g.

I like the line about
The poet states,
This suggests that ….. because….
The phrase ….. this reminds me of…….
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I was surprised by
Where the poet says…. It made me think of…..

Perform
Split the class into mini-groups so that each group has a section
of the poem to perform. Work towards a whole class
performance. If they work in threes or fours, then they only
might have a few lines which would speed this up!

Analyse the poem
Once everyone has had time to discuss and think about the
meaning of the poem, begin to analyse the various different
writing techniques and challenges that the children could use in
their writing. This could involve a quick discussion and then
immediately modeling with the class joining in before they
write several examples using a similar technique or approach.

It’s easy enough to spot obvious techniques such as using
alliteration (repeating similar sounds at the start of words) or
using a simile with ‘like’ or ‘as’ to make a comparison. This
could lead to producing with the class a writing toolkit of
possibilities, e.g.

To write a playful poem, you could –
● use alliteration to create memorable sounds;
● use similes with like or as to build pictures;
● use personification to make objects sound as if they are

alive;
● create hyphenated phrases and kennings;
● choose words with care;
● try to surprise the reader with new ideas.

You could add in other aspects that have been taught such as
metaphor, personification, juxtaposition, words with double
meanings, etc. You will have noticed that the first line of ideas
all include alliteration, hopefully without overdoing it. The
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second line contains similes, either using like or as. Can they
spot that pattern without you pointing it out?

Brainstorm
It is worth spend ten minutes or so doing a massive class
brainstorm of things that could be written about – make a list
with the children suggesting ideas of unusual animals, birds,
water creatures, everyday objects, vehicles, things seen in the
city/countryside and in school or home, local place names and
landmarks, favourite things, abstract ideas (grief, hope, etc).
The list should be made fast and furiously so your handwriting
on the flipchart might not be up to much. Children should be
jotting down ideas that they might use at the same time. This
means that no one can say, ‘I don’t know what to write about’.

Shared writing
As a matter of principle, I always used to ‘do one together first’,
before they wrote. Again, this would be fairly rapid and I’d be
pushing and challenging their suggestions as ‘the first thought
isn’t always the best’. I’d be getting them to generate ideas and
then choose with care, avoiding clichés and creating surprises.

When KS2 children write, I’d suggest total silence and give them
a time limit of say 10 minutes. This creates a sense of urgency
as you want the children’s total concentration. Extend the time,
if they are working hard. The writing might stretch over several
sessions.

Polishing
Use the IWB to show lines from different children, especially
where there are teaching points to make. Children can then
tweak and polish independently or in pairs. You could use the
sentences below for some editing practice – what works, what
does not, and why, and how can it be improved.
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Blog it and Audio
Finally the children copy up their completed poem and then it
can be blogged. If they have time, get them to perform for the
audio padlet.

© Pie Corbett 2021
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