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Monday 18th October 2021
Neverbelieve in Perilous Plight (persuasive writing)

Anything in blue should be read before the session – I will

also put in red any grids or sentences or instructions that
should ideally be in the children’s books.

Today’s Game – Reasons to visit Neverbelieve Island
Warm up the imagination and get ideas buzzing with this initial
game that will be played orally. The children will be given a set
time limit to complete their ideas. David and Pie will model the
game first. The idea is to create ideas for an advertising
brochure to persuade visitors to come to the Island of
Neverbelieve or some other such place that has been invented.
The Objective – to generate rapidly a list of imaginative and extraordinary ideas.

I would visit Nevervbelieve Island because…..

They have a theme park devoted to Batman and Robin and you
can have a ride in the Batmobile,

The beaches have warm sand and the water is crystal clear,

They sell ice creams in cones made of stardust,

There are no snakes, spiders or flies,

Moonflowers that provide nourishment grow there,
Etc, ….

Padlet – Children have a few minutes to complete one or more
‘post it notes’. Pie will read the model blogging text.
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Whilst Neverbelieve has many advantages, the island is in
danger from illegal logging companies and pollution. Use
sentence starters below, to write sentences that might explain
the position or persuade the reader that there is a problem.

Sadly, the island …
Alarmingly, …
Firstly,
Secondly,
Thirdly,
Furthermore,
Moreover,

We cannot allow
We believe that
We cannot allow
We all know that
For example
For these reasons
As you can see

We suggest that
We propose that
We argue that
It is not fair that
Without a doubt
In other words
We must not

● Remind them to back up their points.
● Remind them to try to explain the situation or be

outraged and persuasive.
● Remind them to use accurate punctuation.
● If you have a very young class or reluctant writers who

lack confidence, ideas could be co-constructed in pairs or
as a class and posted by the teacher.

● Remind children and adults to use the refresh button at
the top of the page so that they can see their post-it note
appear – as each note is moderated, they will not all
appear during the session but will appear later once
moderated. The Objective – to write persuasive sentences using a range

of starters.

Children’s Audio – later on, discuss the most effective images,
ideas or turn of phrase and discuss why it worked. During the
performance, children should take notes of any words, phrases
or ideas that they thought were effective. The Objective – to listen

attentively, enjoy and reflect on what makes good writing and performance.
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Jotcast activity - This activity prepares the children for the blog
post that they will write. The focus is on persuasive sentences
to persuade the islanders that they should join the protest and
act before it is too late.

It’s hard to imagine…
Sadly, the island is…
It is vital that…
We have been…
They have…
In addition…
Illegal miners/ loggers
have..…
Visitors have…
Alarmingly, …

It is crucial that…
It is deplorable that..
It is not acceptable
that..
We cannot allow…
We must not
accept…
This means that…
However…
As a result…
Because …

Furthermore…
Will you..
We must…
This cannot be allowed…
This state of affairs…
No one…
We urge you to…
Remember…
Together we can…
Join us to…

The children can feed off the ideas that have already been
created in the padlet work.

Encourage the children to listen to any advice that Pie gives
during this session and to act on it. It might be worth jotting
any useful writing tips down on the flipchart. Objective – the ability to

write persuasive sentences, using a range of fronted adverbials.

Gallery Challenge – Use images to reinforce the points made in
the text & make it like a brochure.

Blogging Activity – Create a new Island or planet. Imagine that
it is being polluted or illegally robbed of its flora and fauna.
Write an illustrated brochure to be sent to every household
explaining the position and persuading them to take action.

Provide the children with a copy of the model below in their
books. Remind them to all come up with their own, original
TITLE.
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Objective – write an extended piece of persuasive writing, using a range of sentence
starters to organize and ensure cohesion.

Audio Challenge – If children want to record their own blog
ensure that they have read it aloud a number of times.

Please do not share these notes and models, put them online
or use for financial gain. Please respect my copyright. They are
for your use with your class. Many thanks.

© Pie Corbett 2021
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Neverbelieve Island in Perilous Plight
 
It’s hard to imagine a world without the island of Neverbelieve. Sadly,
the island is under immediate threat and without your help, the
consequences could be catastrophic! Will you do your duty and rise to
the challenge?

The sacred Moonflower that only grows on Neverbelieve is vital to the
people who live there because it provides one of the universe’s most
amazing fruit. The polka dot pink and white berries provide a balanced
diet of protein and carbohydrate. This means that everyone is
well-nourished. However, this amazing flower has been pushed to the
brink of extinction by illegal harvesting. As a result, the citizens of
Neverbelieve are losing their staple diet and, worryingly, a sacred part of
their culture is at risk.

Furthermore, the forest of Windtrees has been chopped down by illegal
logging companies that have come from other planets. They have stolen
the wood and extracted the precious sap from the Windtrees by crushing
the bark until it is pulped. The sap is used in medicine and is earning
these thieves a fortune, being sold to other planets across the universe.

In addition, Neverbelieve Island is under threat of pollution. Visitors have
left rubbish scattered around our beaches and rare rock turtles are being
killed by microbites of disintegrated plastic.

An overuse of oil-fuelled turbo rockets has caused acid rain that is
destroying the flowers and grasslands. Alarmingly, air pollution has
begun to create an epidemic of breathing problems in our younger
children. This cannot be allowed to continue. We must act before it is too
late and our wonderful Island is ruined.

Habitats are being trampled and our rivers are being poisoned, killing
fish. This state of affairs cannot continue and it is crucial that we work
together in order to protect our Island. No one but a fool would allow
this situation to continue unchallenged. I would urge you to join our fight
to save this unique island. Take immediate steps and call our campaign
line or visit our website – see details below. Remember, you can make a
difference!

Join at our website:  http/Pinklepurrfreedomcampaign.
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Notes for ‘Read and Respond’ to the model

Loosening the imagination
Collect and discuss a range of adverts from newspapers and
magazines, analyzing and magpieing any useful ideas or
language.

Read and Respond
Before or following the programme, at a suitable time, read
through the model fluently and expressively. Begin with a
discussion of preferences - which sections do they like or dislike
and why – which sections are well argued. The aim of this initial
discussion is to get them digging deeper into the text, thinking
about its effect on them as readers.

To generate thinking, use a variety of prompts such as:

● Which ideas are the most powerful and why?
● Which ideas interest you the most and why?
● Which line or paragraph do you wish you had written and

why?
● Any suggestions for improvements?
● Find and explain the most effective idea.

Model how to write a short ‘critical response’ paragraph about
a line or verse of their choosing, using simple sentence starters,
e.g.
I like the line about
The writer states,
This suggests that ….. because….
Furthermore,
The phrase ….. this is powerful because…….
I was surprised by
Where the writer says…. It made me think/ feel
that…..
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Perform
Split the class into mini-groups so that each group has a section
of the text to perform. Work towards a whole class
performance. If they work in threes or fours, then they only
might have a few lines which would speed this up!

Analyse the text
Once everyone has had time to discuss and think about the
meaning of the text, begin to analyse the various different
writing techniques and challenges that the children could use in
their writing. This could involve a quick discussion and then
immediately modeling with the class joining in before they
write several examples using a similar technique or approach.

Brainstorm
It is worth spending ten minutes or so doing a massive class
brainstorm of  ideas, especially listing what might have gone
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wrong on the Island plus reasons why this is bad and needs
stopping.

Shared writing
As a matter of principle, I always used to ‘do one together first’,
before they wrote. Again, this would be fairly rapid and I’d be
pushing and challenging their suggestions as ‘the first thought
isn’t always the best’. I’d be getting them to generate possible
sentences and backing ideas up with good reasons.

When KS2 children write, I’d suggest total silence and give them
a time limit of say 10 minutes. This creates a sense of urgency
as you want the children’s total concentration. Extend the time,
if they are working hard. The writing might stretch over several
sessions.

Polishing
Use the IWB to show lines from different children, especially
where there are teaching points to make. Children can then
tweak and polish independently or in pairs. Model editing on
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the board. This example was written as a letter to the then
Prime Minister David Cameron.

Blog it and Audio
Finally the children copy up their completed text and then it can
be blogged. If they have time, get them to perform for the
audio padlet.

© Pie Corbett 2021
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