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Anything in blue should be read before the session – I will

also put in red any grids or sentences or instructions that
should ideally be in the children’s books. A main focus of this
session is to ensure that everyone is comfortable with the
technology and the teaching sequence as well as loosening up
and gaining confidence as writers. The children need:

● Notebooks/ writing journals and pencils
● access to a tablet
● be able to see main screen

Creative Game

As usual, the show begins with a game for children to play.
Make sure that they have their notebooks and pencils ready
and listen carefully. The games can be played as a class, in
threes, in pairs or solo – usually played in pairs. Get everyone to
make notes as Pie and David play the game. Then there will be
a pause of a few minutes – a ‘timer’ will be onscreen giving a
countdown. The initial games are played orally and do not
involve them using their tablets.

Today’s Game –  Days of the Week (The Objective – generate rapidly a

list of imaginative and extraordinary ideas.)

Warm up the imagination and get ideas buzzing with this initial
game that will be played orally. The children will be given a set
time limit to complete their ideas. David and Pie will model the
game first. Make a list of things that a chosen character might
do on different days of the week.
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Choose a character:

The wizard, the lighthouse keeper, the dragonologist,
the forester, the storm chaser, the dream keeper, the
teacher, the ballet dancer, the politician, a
rainchanter, a policeman, a nurse, a farmer, a traffic
policeman, a dragon tamer, a mathematician, a
historian, a librarian, an archaeologist, Medusa netter,
stone fisher, a cloak hunter, orc whisperer, ring
keeper, crown polisher, Rainbow singer, dawn teller,
spider planter tamer, needle philosopher, spinning
wheel scientist, cave farmer, web poet, bear keeper,
daydream ferryman, moonbeam doctor, Troll weaver,
mirror dreamer, apple nurse, heart healer, tower
carrier, bridge trickster, riddle snatcher, glass
mountain smoother, golden hen watch-smith, iron shoe
soothsayer, talking harp storyteller or a troll tamer.

On Monday, I found…

On Tuesday, I walked to…

On Wednesday, I saw…

On Thursday, I touched…

On Friday, I tasted…

On Saturday, I heard…

On Sunday, I dreamed of/ wondered…
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Padlet – Children have a few minutes to complete one or more
‘post it notes’ using the days of the week frame frame:
The children can pretend to find anything in this magical world
but should try to extend their ideas. This activity is to tune the
class back into writing creatively and thoughtfully, drawing on
their imagination, avoiding clichés and using techniques that we
looked at last term. Try to make the ordinary sound special!

On Monday, I found a crisp packet.

Or -

On Monday, I found a discarded crisp packet

loitering at the roadside on Farm Hill, glittering

in the sun like an empty promise.

They should take ideas from their initial brainstorm or try new
ones that pop into their minds.
● Remind them to extended their ideas.
● Remind them to use their senses – things you can see,

hear, smell, taste and touch.
● Remind them to use accurate punctuation.
● If you have a very young class or reluctant writers who

lack confidence, ideas could be co-constructed in pairs or
as a class and posted by the teacher.

● Remind children and adults to use refresh button at the
top of the page so that they can see their post-it note
appear – as each note is moderated, they will not all
appear during the session but will appear later once
moderated. The Objective – to write extended, descriptive sentences that

are correctly punctuated, drawing on prior learning.

Children’s Audio – encourage children to listen carefully to the
reading as it was chosen because it was well written but also
because it was read aloud effectively. Later on, get the class to
discuss why they think the reading was chosen. Discuss the
most effective images, ideas or turn of phrase and discuss why
it worked. During the performance, children should take notes
of any words, phrases or ideas that they thought were effective.
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The Objective – to listen attentively, enjoy and reflect on what makes good writing
and performance.

Jotcast activity - This activity prepares the children for the blog
post that they will write. The focus is on writing creative
sentences using the days of the week frame. The children can
feed off the lists of ideas that have already been made in the
games that they played and the padlet work. To get everyone
started, Pie will read aloud the model poem (see below) – make
sure the children take notes and you could model this on the
board – listen for ideas and approaches that can be used by the
class. The challenge then is to experiment with different writing
techniques, using different ideas and different openers. You
may find copying the following grid helpful. This should not
restrict their writing but be used as a prompt of possibilities.
They should also invent their own ideas.

Techniques Examples
● Alliteration
● Simile  using ‘like’
● Simile using ‘as’
● Personification
● Hyphenated phrase
● Kennings
● Name it

● …a silent, silver sunrise
● The sun set like dying flames
● …as large as a bus
● The road groaned
● Snow-fur
● Whale-highway (the sea)
● Farm Hill not road

Other possible openers
I found / saw/ touched/ tasted/ heard/ wondered/ dreamed/ hoped
for/ stopped/ walked/ gathered / captured/ caught/ noticed/ watched/
picked up/ collected…
What might you see: autumn, winter, spring, summer, morning,
midday, evening, night?
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Walking Stroud

On Monday, I find a jackdaws’ feather

like a lost, curious comma, a feathery moustache,

a black quill in the gargling gutter.

On Tuesday, I walk to the canal

and watch a heron patiently stood

statue-still, it’s grey twin reflected

in cold canal water.

On Wednesday, I saw Billy Go-Lucky

stamp his feet and cuddle his body

to block out the cold’s iced fingers.

On Thursday, I touch the Vinegar House,

feel the loneliness of frosted stone,

and watch as the second hand heart-beats

its way round the clock’s stubborn face.

On Friday, I taste night-stars

and wonder how to heal

the sort of scars that families make.

On Saturday, I hear somebody cough

and feel its echo reverberate

down Slad Brook alley.

On Sunday, I dream of a fleet and a forest, a host and

a harvest, a catalogue and a choir,

a bundle and a bouquet, a swarm and a shower, charms

and a quiver and a library in flames.

Encourage the children to listen to any advice that Pie gives
during this session and to act on it. It might be worth jotting
any useful writing tips down on the flipchart. For instance,
name it, describe the detail so the reader can imagine it, reread
to make the sentences flow, create fresh images not clichés, say
it aloud, choose words with care, avoid repeating words, reread

5



to police your sentences, pretend you are your teacher….
Writing tips could be made into writing posters or written in
their journals. Objective – the ability to write imaginative sentences,

experimenting with alliteration,  similes, personification and creating new phrases.

Gallery Challenge – draw an open book and write in your
poem.

Blogging Activity – Create list poem based on your local area,
using the ‘Days of the Week’ frame.

Children should build on the jotcast ideas and write an
extended list poem having reread, discussed, responded to and
analysed Pie’s poem. It can help for the children to have a copy
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of Pie’s poem below in their books. Remind them to all come up
with their own, original TITLE. I would suggest also sharing the
original poem by George Mackay Brown and the two poems by
year5/6 from Coastlands Primary.

Objective – write an extended list, playing with language and ideas, using alliteration,
imagery, metaphor and word play.

Audio Challenge – If children want to record their own blog
ensure that they have read it aloud a number of times. They
should read it slowly and clearly with expression. This could be
worked on in pairs or threes to develop their performance.

Final thoughts
This idea is playful and yet is also a serious challenge. It can be
met at a very simple level and can also be tackled with
sophistication and originality. The children will all succeed at
their own level, are beginning to grow a sense of confidence in
themselves as writers and starting to develop some techniques
alongside a sense that writing might be for them as a way of
changing or playing with the world. Everyone should have their
imagination celebrated.

Please do not share these notes and models, put them online
or use for financial gain. Please respect my copyrite. They are
for your use with your class. Many thanks.

© Pie Corbett 2021
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Notes for ‘Read and Respond’ to the main poem

Loosening the imagination
This first writing session is really about building gain a sense of
confidence. To this end, we are starting with a playful poem so
that everyone can feel success and revisit some of the things
that were taught last year.

Read and Respond
Before or following the programme, at a suitable time, read
through the model poem fluently and expressively. Begin with a
discussion of preferences - which sections do they like or dislike
and why. The aim of this initial discussion is to get them digging
deeper into the poem, thinking about its effect on them as
readers and the images and ideas it creates.

To generate thinking, use a variety of prompts such as:

● Which ideas are the most surprising and why?
● Which ideas interest you the most and why?
● Which one do you wish you had written and why?
● Any suggestions for improvements?
● Find and explain the hardest idea.

I’d go through it line by line, taking their thoughts about each
idea. Create a simple display by the class choosing their
favourite ideas and illustrating – any good ones could be
popped onto the TeachingLive gallery.

Model how to write a short ‘critical response’ paragraph about
a line of their choosing, using a simple frame, e.g.

I like the line about ….

The poet states, …

This suggests that….

The phrase/word ….  makes me think of…...

I was surprised by …
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It makes me think….

Perform
Split the class into mini-groups so that each group has a section
of the poem to perform. Work towards a whole class
performance. If they work in threes or fours, then they only
might have a few lines which would speed this up!

Analyse the poem
Once everyone has had time to discuss and think about the
meaning of the poem, begin to analyse the various different
writing techniques and challenges that the children could use in
their writing. This could involve a quick discussion and then
immediately modeling with the class joining in before they
write several examples using a similar technique or approach.

It’s easy enough to spot obvious techniques such as using
alliteration (repeating similar sounds at the start of words) or
using a simile with ‘like’ or ‘as’ to make a comparison. This
could lead to producing with the class a writing toolkit of
possibilities, e.g.

To write a playful poem, you could –
● use alliteration to create memorable sounds;
● use similes with like or as to build pictures;
● use personification to make objects sound as if they are

alive;
● create hyphenated phrases and kennings;
● choose words with care;
● try to surprise the reader with new ideas.

You could add in other aspects that have been taught such as
metaphor, personification, juxtaposition, words with double
meanings, etc. You will have noticed that the first line of ideas
all include alliteration, hopefully without overdoing it. The
second line contains similes, either using like or as. Can they
spot that pattern without you pointing it out?
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Brainstorm
It is worth spend ten minutes or so doing a massive class
brainstorm of things that could be written about – make a list
with the children suggesting ideas of what might be seen on
different days of the week, during different seasons or times of
the day, e.g. unusual animals, birds, water creatures, everyday
objects vehicles, things seen in the city/countryside and in
school or home, local place names and landmarks, favourite
things, abstract ideas (grief, hope, etc).

The list should be made fast and furiously so your handwriting
on the flipchart might not be up to much. Children should be
jotting down ideas that they might use at the same time. This
means that no one can say, ‘I don’t know what to write about’.

Shared writing
As a matter of principle, I always used to ‘do one together first’,
before they wrote. Again, this would be fairly rapid and I’d be
pushing and challenging their suggestions as ‘the first thought
isn’t always the best’. I’d be getting them to generate ideas and
then choose with care, avoiding clichés and creating surprises.

How about challenges such as having to include a character
from a fairy tale, a local animal, a local fruit or flower, a city,
town or village name, a number, a day or the week or month, a
planet or an abstract noun (guilt), etc. These provide a range of
possible prompts that may trigger ideas rather than a checklist
of things that must be included.

Some of the verses have a useful phrase that can be borrowed
such as ‘ the taste of, the smell of, the sound of’ drawing on the
senses. Encourage the class to invent other phrases of their
own  that might work.

When KS2 children write, I’d suggest total silence and give them
a time limit of say 10 minutes. This creates a sense of urgency
as you want the children’s total concentration. Extend the time,
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if they are working hard. The writing might stretch over several
sessions.

Polishing
Use the IWB to show lines from different children, especially
where there are teaching points to make. Children can then
tweak and polish independently or in pairs. Discuss - what
works, what does not, and why, and how can it be improved.

Blog it and Audio
Finally the children copy up their completed poem and then it
can be blogged. If they have time, get them to perform for the
audio padlet.

© Pie Corbett 2022

One of my favourite poets is George Mackay Brown. George
lived in the Orkney Islands and much of his writing captures and
celebrates his local environment. A number of his poems make
good models for writing. In ‘Beachcomber’, he describes what
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he found each day of the week, walking the tideline of the
beach.

Beachcomber

Monday I found a boot –
Rust and salt leather.
I gave it back to the sea, to dance in.

Tuesday a spar of timber worth thirty bob.
Next winter
It will be a chair, a coffin, a bed.

Wednesday a half can of Swedish spirits.
I tilted my head.
The shore was cold with mermaids and angels.

Thursday I got nothing, seaweed,
A whale bone,
Wet feet and a loud cough.

Friday I held a seaman’s skull,
Sand spilling from it
The way time is told on kirkyard stones.

Saturday a barrel of sodden oranges.
A Spanish ship
Was wrecked last month at The Kame.

Sunday, for fear of the elders,
I sit and wonder.
What’s heaven?
A sea chest with a thousand gold coins.

I took the idea of using the days of the week as a structure for
writing. To do this I thought through the sorts of things that I
have noticed when walking round my village. To prompt detail
and ideas, I took several wintry walks.
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Walking the Village

On Monday, I followed
a fox’s paw prints in snow.

On Tuesday, an ice skin
on the memorial trough.

On Wednesday, snow
drops and primroses by the Holy Well.

On Thursday, deer in the field
by Strawberry Banks.

On Friday, a charm
of goldfinches raid dandelion seeds.

On Saturday, the postman’s van
stuck on the Farm Hill.

On Sunday, snow melts
and church bells’ clatter.

With a class, I would use the following process:
● read poem and discuss ideas
● take class for a local walk
● notice details – things you can see, hear, touch etc.
● in classroom brainstorm a large bank of possibilities
● share Pie’s poem or one of your own
● Shared writing on flipchart
● Independent writing

Coastlands Primary school in Wales is close to the beach and so
their teacher, Wenda Mair, took the class to a local beach
where they collected some ‘treasures’.
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Beachcomber

Monday, I found a plectrum
Embossed with golden letters
Glossy like a hologram.

Tuesday, I found a hagstone,
Red sandstone body
With an eye that wards off evil.

Wednesday, I found a pine cone
Shaped like a skull but covered
In brown-grey dragon scales.

Thursday, I found a rope,
Twisted and tangled
Like seaweed on the rocks.

Friday, I found a nail and a washer,
Neptune-green and rough to the touch
Like sandpaper.

Saturday, I found a blenny
Squirming in the rockpools.
It hid, shy and solitary.

Sunday, I found nothing –
Went home with empty pockets
And a mind full of memories.

Sam Parry

Beachcombing

Monday, I found a plectrum
Red and black
like a squashed marble.

14



Tuesday, I found a tack nail
with a washer, its brass body
Green like ferns in a forest.

Wednesday, I found a dog whelk egg case,
Bubbly like bubble wrap
And crunchy like cornflakes.

Thursday, I found a hag stone,
A lucky charm
To scare away the evil spirits.

Friday, I found a pink shimmering shell –
Maybe a scallop or an oyster –
Perfect for a mermaid’s necklace.

Saturday, I got nothing…
But wet feet
And a terrible cold.

Sunday, I sat on my sofa
Dreaming of one day finding a
Chest full of gold.

Sophie
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