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Anything in blue should be read before the session – I will

also put in red any grids or sentences or instructions that
should ideally be in the children’s books. A main focus of this
session is to ensure that everyone is comfortable with the
technology and the teaching sequence as well as loosening up
and gaining confidence. The children need:
● Notebooks/ writing journals and pencils
● access to a tablet
● be able to see main screen

The Initial Quiz

Before the session, hold a mini quiz for the children. For this
session, give them several minutes to write down:

What do you know about –
prepositions;
determiners;
pronouns;
using an apostrophe with a plural?

How are they used?

This should be carried out independently and should be
repeated after the session so you can see what has been
learned, to reinforce that learning and to help you think about
any gaps.
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Today’s Game – Elf on the Shelf game
This initial game is played orally and does not involve the

children using their tablets. The children will be given a set time
limit to complete their ideas. David and Pie will model the game
first. After two minutes, we will stop and swap roles. The idea is
to create ideas by taking turns, using prepositions of place:
Where would you put the elf? Remember, you must use a
preposition:

I would place the elf –
Under the skin of an Oak tree,
Inside a stone,
Under a car bonnet,
In an acorn cup,
In a daffodil’s throat,
Under a rhubarb leaf,
Under Mary Poppins’ umbrella,
In a pelican’s beak….

above against behind below beside between in inside
into near off on onto into outside over through under up

Tip - try making places ‘special’ by naming them. So it is not, ‘in
a palace’ but ‘in King Arthur’s palace’.

The Objective – generate rapidly ideas, using prepositions of place

Padlet 1 – Children have a few minutes to complete one or
more ‘post it notes’.
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Determiners pinpoint who or what the sentence is
about, as well as how much or many, e.g.

This that those these some many any no either neither
each every many much few little both all ten twenty
which what whose my your his her its our their

Instructions – rewrite these sentences using
determiners in the gaps.

________ morning, _______ cat will scratch _________
leg.

______ dolphins swim.

_____ cat sat on ______ mat.

I like _______ hat and _______ coat.

Look at _______ burglar stealing ______ watches.

_______ soldiers ran onto ______ as ______ tanks
appeared.

The Objective – to use a range of determiners, to ensure that sentences make sense.

Padlet 2 - Children have a few minutes to complete one or
more ‘post it notes’, improving the following sentences, one by
one. The focus should be on the pronouns.
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Pronouns stand instead of nouns.

Boris is eating Boris’s donut.
He is eating it.

The girl grabbed the burger and the girl ate the burger.
She grabbed it and she ate it.

Instructions – rewrite this paragraph, making the
setnences clearer for the reader by using pronouns
or by keeping the nouns ‘Garth’ and ‘Dragon’.

Garth watched as the dragon landed with a thump.

Garth stared at the dragon.

The dragon breathed fire at Garth.

Garth hid from the dragon.

The dragon opened the dragon’s mouth.

Garth lifted Garth’s sword.

The dragon shook the dragon’s head.
The Objective – to improve sentences, making them more effective by considering the
use of pronouns.

Powerpoint input
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At this point we will pause and Pie will talk through a mini
presentation – the children should take notes.

Jotcast activity – The task is to write sentences using the
following word classes, in the given order:

determiner That

adjective red

noun kite

verb flew

adverb gracefully

preposition above

pronoun his

noun house.

Objective – create sentences using specific word classes.

Blogging Activity – Children write pairs of ‘inside/outside’
sentences, creating contrasts.

Try writing 5 pairs of story sentences to show a
contrast in the setting, using the prepositions,
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‘outside’ and ‘inside’. Look carefully at my
examples and check where the commas are used.

Outside, the snow fell across the silent city.
Inside, a fire blazed and the hall was full of
laughter.

Outside, the rain fell across the beach.
Inside, the heat steamed up the cafe’s window.

Outside, a grey mist wound its way through the
streets, smothering the houses.
Inside, the children warmed their hands over a thin
candle flame.

Outside the cave, a dragon paced up and down.
Inside, the hobbits huddled.

Outside the school, darkness began to close in.
Inside the year 6 classroom, Mr Godber lit the
lanterns.

Objective – to rehearse writing contrasting story sentences to show different settings.

Audio Challenge – If children want to record their own blog
ensure that they have read it aloud a number of times. They
should read it slowly and clearly with expression. This could be
worked on in pairs or threes to develop their performance.

The Post Session Quiz
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After the session, hold the mini quiz again. For this session,
give them several minutes to write down:

What do you now know about –
prepositions;
determiners;
pronouns;
using an apostrophe with a plural?

How are they used?

Please do not share these notes and models, put them online
or use for financial gain. Please respect our copyrite. They are
for your use with your class. Many thanks.

© Pie Corbett 2023
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