
Introductory Session Spring Term – GRAMMAR TEACHING
NOTES Thursday 12th January 2023, at 11.00 am.

Anything in blue should be read before the session – I will

also put in red any grids or sentences or instructions that
should ideally be in the children’s books. A main focus of this
session is to ensure that everyone is comfortable with the
technology and the teaching sequence as well as loosening up
and gaining confidence. The children need:
● Notebooks/ writing journals and pencils
● access to a tablet
● be able to see main screen

The Initial Quiz

Before the session, hold a mini quiz for the children. For this
session, give them several minutes to write down:

What do you know about – adjectives, nouns, verbs and
adverbs?

How are they used?

This should be carried out independently and should be
repeated after the session as a way to see what has been
learned, to reinforce that learning and to help you think about
any gaps.

Creative Games

As usual, the session begins with a game for children to play –
at this stage they do not use their tablets as the game is
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quickfire oral work. Make sure that they have their notebooks
and pencils ready and listen carefully. The games can be played
as a class, in threes, in pairs or solo. They are usually played in
pairs. Get everyone to make notes as Pie and David play the
game. Then there will be a pause of a few minutes – a ‘timer’
will be onscreen giving a countdown.

The teacher settles the class to having a go at playing the
game. They will need their notebooks/ journals at all times so
they can note down key points about the grammar and how it is
used. This initial game is played orally and does not involve
them using their tablets.

Today’s Game – the basic game
Warm up the imagination and get ideas buzzing with this

initial game that will be played orally. The children will be given
a set time limit to complete their ideas. David and Pie will
model the game first. The idea is to create a mini sentence by
taking turns to say:

‘The’ + Adjective      Noun       Verb      Adverb

Partner A – The red
Partner B - dog
Partner A - jumped
Partner B – crazily

Partner A – The kind
Partner B - camel
Partner A - drank
Partner B - slowly

After two minutes, we will stop and swap roles.

The Objective – generate rapidly mini sentences by using adjectives, nouns, verbs and
adverbs.
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Padlet 1 – Children have a few minutes to complete one or
more ‘post it notes’, improving the following sentences, one by
one. The focus should be on the adjectives and nouns.

Instructions – rewrite these sentences to make
them more effective for the reader. You can change
words, add words in, take words out.

The thin, slim, slender bird stood on a leg.

The enormous giant loomed over the villagers.

The tired, weary dog lay down.

The scary animal waited on the playground.

The hot flame sizzled.

The nice man dashed down the nice road.

We are looking for a good goblin-catcher who can
rid our town of a big invasion of nasty goblins. We
will guarantee a big reward of all sorts of things.

The Objective – to improve sentences, making them more effective by considering the
choice of adjectives and nouns.

Padlet 2 - Children have a few minutes to complete one or
more ‘post it notes’, improving the following sentences, one by
one. The focus should be on the verbs and adverbs.
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Instructions – rewrite these sentences to make
them more effective for the reader. You can change
words, add words in, take words out.

Mandy got hold of the glass goblet and swigged it
quickly.

Bert went quickly through the forest.

Harry said loudly, “Stop!”

Mandy looked funnily at the white unicorn.

He was running away quickly from the rottweiler.

Outside, the snow was falling hugely. Inside the
cave, Jo was waiting fearfully. Shadows moved
scarily towards her. Her heart was banging madly
and she was very frightened because it was scary.

The Objective – to improve sentences, making them more effective by considering the
use of adverbs and verbs.

Powerpoint input
At this point we will pause and Pie will talk through a mini
presentation – the children should take notes.

Jotcast activity - This activity focuses on rewriting sentences to
create a different mood, focusing on the adjectives. Either make
the passage sound positive or negative.
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Barry stared at the burger.

Outside the _______ window, a wind swept
across the _______town.

cars ________ by.

On the promenade, _____ newspapers
tumbled along, driven by the wind.

The sea rolled up the _________beach.

It crashed against the ________ rocks that
fringed the ______ shoreline.

Encourage the children to listen to any advice or comments that
Pie gives during this session and to act on it. It might be worth
jotting any useful grammar or writing tips down on the
flipchart. For instance, name it, describe the detail so the reader
can imagine it, reread to make the sentence flow, create fresh
images not clichés, say it aloud, choose words with care, avoid
repeating words, reread to police your sentences, pretend you
are your teacher…. Grammar and Writing tips could be made
into writing posters or written in their journals. Objective – use

word choice to create an atmosphere.
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The Post Session Quiz

After the session, hold the mini quiz again. For this session,
give them several minutes to write down:

What do you now know about – adjectives, nouns, verbs and
adverbs?

What do you now know about how are they used?

Blogging Activity – Children
Objective – use careful word choice to rewrite the following passage, creating a
different mood:

On an ornate table, someone had set out a luscious feast with
thick slices of juicy chicken, huge bowls of green salad, glass jars
of fresh fruit and silver plates of sweet puddings. Hundreds of
tiny people were serving steaming pies, scarlet strawberries like
gleaming embers and tall glasses of creamy drinks. They were
dressed in curious clothes with scarlet cloaks, yellow shoes and
crimson caps. Poppy tried to talk to the tiny people but they did
not say a single word!

Audio Challenge – If children want to record their own blog
ensure that they have read it aloud a number of times. They
should read it slowly and clearly with expression. This could be
worked on in pairs or threes to develop their performance.

Please do not share these notes and models, put them online
or use for financial gain. Please respect our copyrite. They are
for your use with your class. Many thanks.

© Pie Corbett 2023
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